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23rd June 2017 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I am writing to inform you of the retirement of a very well loved and longstanding member of 
our teaching staff. 
 
Mrs Patterson began working at Lealands High School in 1982, having already taught in 
other schools for 9 years.  In total, she has dedicated 44 years of service to education and 
35 of those years at Lealands. 
 
As many of you will know, Mrs Patterson’s husband joined the school as Head of Music in 
2006 and they have worked tirelessly to support our students and produce some amazing 
productions over the years.  Mr Patterson will also be retiring at the end of this academic 
year. 
 
I am very aware that Mrs Patterson has taught thousands of children and some of our 
parents were also taught by her during their time at Lealands. Many of her students have 
gone on to achieve great success in acting, television, and other roles including teaching.  
For others, they have benefitted from the work Mrs Patterson has done to develop their 
confidence to address an audience, work as part of a team and hone skills of presentation – 
all fantastic life skills.   
 
This retirement will be a sad loss for Lealands, but we wish to celebrate all the wonderful 
things that Mr and Mrs Patterson have brought to our school.  As part of these celebrations, 
there will be two final concerts at the end of this term, produced by Mrs Patterson, and I look 
forward to seeing many of you there.   
 
In addition, I wanted to give you the opportunity to send the Pattersons your good wishes for 
their very well deserved retirement.  If you would like to contribute towards a retirement gift, 
you can do so by sending in a cheque to our finance office marked for this purpose or by 
making an online payment using the system available through our website. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mr J Burridge 
Headteacher 


