
TB in children: frequently asked questions 

 

 
1. What is Tuberculosis (TB) and how is it caught? 

 TB is a curable infection caused by a germ (Mycobacterium tuberculosis). It can 
affect any part of the body but most often the lungs. 

 The TB germ is released into the air when someone with active TB lung infection, 
coughs or sneezes 

 If another person breathes this germ in, it may result in TB infection. 

 However, TB is very difficult to catch. You need close and lengthy contact with an 
infected person to become infected yourself.   

 Some people are more susceptible to TB infection due to their medical condition, 
treatments, and age. 

 TB is readily treatable with a course of special antibiotics. 
 
There are 2 types of TB infection: active or latent 

 
2. What is latent or dormant TB? 

 When a person breathes in the TB germs, the germs are most often killed in the body 
and do not cause any problems. 

 In a small number of people the germs are not killed but survive in the body in an 
inactive (latent) state for many months or years.   

 These people have latent or dormant TB infection.  

 They are not ill and are not infectious to others.   

 People with latent TB infection could develop active TB disease many years later, 
especially if they have weak immune systems due to illness or treatment.  

 People with latent TB are treated with a course of antibiotics to prevent active TB in 
the future 

 
3. What is TB screening and what does it entail? 

 There are three parts to the screening process to help us exclude active TB infection 
in a child which include: medical history & examination, blood test and a chest x-ray. 

 If the screening tests are abnormal, the hospital will discuss the results and treatment 
options available. 

 A screening appointment will take approximately one - two hours.  
 

 
5. What are the symptoms of TB and what should I do if I have immediate 
concerns about my child? 

 The TB bacteria can remain in the body without causing any symptoms or spread 
slowly within the body to cause more active symptoms.  Symptoms can appear many 
months or years after exposure. 

 Symptoms of TB in babies are non-specific, but the most important is fever with no 
obvious source. Young babies with a high temperature or a persistent cough should 
always be assessed by a doctor.  
 

If you have any immediate concerns about any worrying symptoms then 
please contact your GP. 

 

 


