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Headteacher’s Introduction

From Sam Ward, Headteacher

Following a positive period of transition last year, | am immensely
proud to lead Lealands into its next phase of growth as we
continue our drive towards excellence. A key focus of our School
Development Plan this year is refining our already strong
approach to adaptive teaching, ensuring that every student in
every lesson is supported to excel and achieve their full potential.

We have had an excellent start to the academic year, kicking off in
August as staff, students, and families gathered at school to
collect GCSE results. It was great to see more parents than usual
joining this celebration. Results Day was a fitting finale for the ‘Orange Ties, bringing five years of
dedication and effort to a close. The main hall was filled with smiling faces and we are immensely
proud of this cohort's performance. The vast majority of the Class of 26 have now transitioned to
their first-choice colleges and sixth forms and we can't wait to follow their progress. | would also like
to thank our staff and governors who are working tirelessly to help ensure success for all our
students.

While one chapter ends for our leavers, another begins as we warmly greet our new Year 7s. They
have hit the ground running at Lealands, and we look forward to seeing all they will achieve across
their five-year journey with us. We continue to inspire students to grasp every opportunity on offer,
whether that is joining one of our many clubs or making use of our Extended Learning Club for quiet
study. On top of that, an exciting lineup of visits is already on the horizon, including the Year 7 trip to
Norfolk and the Italian ski trip in January.

As always, the Autumn Term has been packed with activity, featuring our Year 6 Open Evening
alongside our Annual Presentation Evenings honouring student success across every year group. We
were delighted to welcome more than 600 visitors to our Open Evening for guided tours, and the
fantastic response from parents is reflected in the graph on page 16. Many parents also joined us
again the next week for a look at the school in action during the school day. A common theme in the
feedback was how mature and welcoming our student tour guides and department helpers were.
With their confidence, knowledge and genuine pride in Lealands, they continue to be outstanding
representatives of our school community.

Honouring student excellence remains one of our favourite traditions, with Presentation Evenings
celebrating success alongside parents and carers. It was wonderful to see familiar faces as returning
Year 11 alumni joined us to accept special prizes donated over time by dedicated Lealands staff. It
was also good to welcome back Mr Burridge to give out a new award - The John Burridge Award for
Living the School Values. Adding to the celebratory mood, students performed a sneak peek from our
upcoming musical, Annie Jr, raising anticipation for what is sure to be an amazing show later in the
academic year. Annual productions are consistently a high point of the Lealands experience and this
year's performance is already shaping up to be spectacular.

..Cont'd
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Headteacher's Introduction

From Sam Ward, Headteacher

Cont’d...

Alongside our focus on classroom learning, we remain dedicated to maintaining high standards in
attendance, punctuality, homework, conduct, and uniform. In recognition of these efforts, we were
thrilled to receive National Awards for attendance from the Department for Education, placing us in
the top 10% of similar schools nationwide. Further reflecting our commitment to student well-being,
we were also awarded the Gold Standard ELSA Quality Mark for the fantastic support we provide to
individual students facing challenges. We are deeply grateful to our parents for working in
partnership with us across all these key areas.

At a recent Headteachers' meeting, | had the opportunity to hear from our local school nursing team.
They shared that Luton currently has one of the lowest child vaccination rates in the country, a
statistic that can impact the health and well-being of our young people. We want to support our
families in keeping our community healthy, so | would encourage parents to check their children's
vaccination status and support us in ensuring that this unwanted Luton statistic does not continue.
Details and dates for our upcoming school flu vaccinations can be found below.

To help us work together effectively, | strongly encourage all parents and carers to join us at our
engagement events throughout the year—including Parents’ Evenings, SEND Information Evenings,
and Options & Excellence Evenings. Our aim is to give you every piece of information you need to
support your child's journey. If there is ever anything further you need guidance on, please reach out
to us.

Thank you for your steadfast support and ongoing commitment to the Lealands community.

Vaccination Dates 2026/202/

Flu Vaccinations:
First Session: Friday 13th November 2026 08.30-15.00
Second Session: Thursday 26th November 2026 08.30-12.00
Third Session: Wednesday 27th January 2027 08.30-15.00

Other Vaccinations:
Thursday 14" January 2027 - Y9 DTP/MenACWY - all day
Friday 15" January 2027 - Y9 & Y10 DTP/MenACWY - all day
Thursday 20th May 2027 - Y8 HPV - all day
Friday 21st May 2027 -Y8,Y9 & Y10 HPV - all day
Wednesday 14th July 2027 - Y8,Y9, Y10 Catch-Up Sessions: DTP/MenACWY & HPV - all day
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Key dates for your diary:

* Y11 Mock Week 1: Monday 19" - Thursday 22" October 2026
* Class of 2026 Presentation Evening*: Thursday 22" October 2026

Mark your calendars (*By invite only)
with these key dates
- stay informed and * Staff Training Day (School Closed): Friday 23™ October 2026

irr?::ftra':t's:vi:u * Y11 Mock Week 2: Monday 2™ - Friday 6™ November 2026

* Halloween Disco: Friday 6" November 2026

* Flu Vaccinations: Friday 13" and Thursday 26" November 2026
* Year 11 Parents Evening (F2F): Thursday 3™ December 2026

¢ Autumn Term Ends: Friday 18th December 2026

VOLOLOLULVLLULUULULU

Term dates:

Autumn Term: Thursday 3™ September - Friday 18" December 2026
Half-Term: Friday 23 October - Friday 30" October 2026

Spring Term: Monday 4" January - Thursday 25" March 2027
Half-Term: Monday 15" February - Friday 19" February 2027

2026/27 Staff Training Days:

* Friday 23" October 2026 (School closed)
e Wednesday 21°" July 2027 (School closed)

Term Dates:

Full academic term dates for 2026/27 and 2027/28 can be found
on the school website:
https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/termdates



https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/termdates

Value of the Month

NOVEMBER 2026
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Sports Updates & Successes

From the PE Department

Year 9 Sports Leaders:

On Wednesday 7" October our Year 9 Sports Leaders did a fantastic job at the Luton School Games
Boccia event for primary schools. We received high praise from staff and parents involved in the day.
Organisers said “A huge THANK YOU to the fabulous sports leaders from Lealands who led the
event with great enthusiasm and encouragement”. Well done to all those who took part, we
couldn’t be prouder!

Girls Basketball:

Congratulations to our U16 girls

who started their basketball
season with a 24-10 win against
Chiltern Academy.
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Our Class of 2026 deserve to be
absolutely thrilled with their GCSE results

By Ms Freebourne, Assistant Headteacher

The staff at Lealands High School are
incredibly proud of our students and the
results they have achieved this year.

Our Class of 2026 worked with determination,
resilience and commitment throughout their
time at Lealands and their hard work has been
rewarded with some excellent achievements
across o wide range of subjects and
qualifications. These results will provide our
students with a strong foundation for their
next steps in further education,
apprenticeships, employment and beyond.

They reflect the hard work of our students, alongside the dedication of our teaching and support
staff and the encouragement provided by parents and carers.

We would like to offer our huge congratulations to every member of the Class of 2026. Whether
students have achieved the grades they were hoping for, exceeded their expectations or
demonstrated significant personal progress, they should all be incredibly proud of what they have
accomplished.

Our students can now look forward to their next steps into sixth forms, colleges, apprenticeships or
vocational education and employment, with the qualifications and confidence to take on the
opportunities ahead.

Mr Ward, Headteacher, said:

{“

The Class of 2026 have completed their journey
through Lealands and the results reflect the effort,
spirit, and ambition they have shown throughout
the last five years. Watching them grow into
confident, capable young adults and seeing them
celebrate their results, has been a privilege and
they leave us with a strong foundation for the
future. On behalf of the entire school community, |
want to thank them for everything they have
contributed to Lealands and wish them every
success in their next steps—we could not be
prouder of them. 5y







'Orange Ties' Begin Their Lealands Journey

The Transition journey for Lealands’ new Year 7
cohort, our ‘Orange Ties, began in June for most of our
students. Mrs Jones, Miss Ross and Mr Hall visited
many local primary schools meeting our incoming
Year 7s and delivering assemblies about life at
Lealands to help ease any pre-secondary anxieties.
Parents and students then joined us for our Transition
Evening, which is an invaluable opportunity to meet
key members of staff, including tutors, and to ask
questions about the upcoming school year.

Transition Day followed and students experienced a
genuine taste of what a typical day at Lealands is like,
helping secondary school feel more familiar and
welcoming before the term officially began.

On Thursday 3rd September, the ‘Orange Ties'
stepped into Lealands High School for their first
official day. The day began with a year group
assembly led by Mrs Jones, where they explored our
core Lealands values: Respect, Responsibility, and
Excellence. Exciting opportunities which are available
to them were shared, including a variety of extra-
curricular clubs, educational trips, and leadership roles
that will enrich their school experience.

Following the assembly, students spent time in their
tutor groups, engaging in icebreaker games that
helped foster connections with their peers and tutors.
A real highlight of the day was receiving their
Chromebooks and getting their email and Google
Classroom accounts set up and running, providing
them with vital technology to enhance their learning
throughout their journey at Lealands.

Six weeks on and our Year 7s are already thriving! The
‘Orange Ties' have thrown themselves into secondary
life with tremendous enthusiasm and confidence.
Their STEP totals are proof of that, with almost 30,000
STEPs awarded for meeting expectations, showing
excellence, great manners, extended learning, and
exemplary preparation. It's a fantastic
accomplishment so early in their Lealands journey
and we look forward to watching them continue to
grow, excel and thrive throughout the rest of the year
and beyond.
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Languages Spotlight: Early LanguageNut
Achievements

By The Languages Department

The Languages Department would like to extend a huge congratulations to our dedicated
Year 8, Year 9, and Year 10 students who have already achieved their Bronze and Silver
Extended Learning Awards for LanguageNut! Reaching these milestones before the end of
September is an impressive accomplishment. Meeting such a tight deadline requires
exceptional drive, time management, and commitment to independent study. We are
immensely proud of your hard work and enthusiasm for languages; you have set a brilliant
standard for the academic year ahead. Keep up the fantastic effort! Let's see how many
students will get awards before the end of the school year.
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Reading Mastery

We've had an amazing start to our Reading Mastery programme. To support reading here at
Lealands, all students in Year 7 and 8 have a timetabled reading lesson whereby each week
they alternate between using our online programme Reading Plus, which gives students the
skills and resilience to enjoy a traditional silent reading lesson the next week.

Thank you to those students who have been engaging readily with the Reading Plus programme
both in school and at home. We have students who are reading over 20 thousand words already
- a huge achievement as we have just started the term! Well done to the following students who
have currently read the most words on Reading Plus.

Jasmine D 32,277

Farid T 30,796
Hannah D U 22,802
Natanael S 16,745
Muhammad H 15,946
Esmai G 25,931
Henry S 25,413
David | 16,151
Isabel | 16,092
Gracie May C 14,251

Reading for just 20 minutes a day can make a real difference to your child’'s vocabulary,
confidence and progress across all subjects. Reading doesn’t have to mean sitting down with a
traditional novel. At Lealandswe.encourage students to read what they have an interest in, be it
a graphic novel, non fictien text or eéven magazines. The key is finding something they genuinely
enjoy.

As children meve into high school, " reading becomes increasingly important forslearning across
the curriculum=By.encouraging-regular reading at home,you can help your childbuild the skills
they needfor success;both in schoolt.and-beyond.

Thank you for supporting your child's reading journey!
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The Stage Is Set For Annie Jr!

Cast selected, rehearsals underway and show dates set!

The stage lights are officially on! Following an
incredible round of auditions that showcased a
phenomenal level of talent, energy, and
enthusiasm across all year groups, the cast for
this school year’s production of Annie Jr. has
been officially selected.

This past week marked our very first round of
rehearsals, and the cast dove straight into
learning the iconic chorus number "It's the Hard-
Knock Life" in preparation for Year 11
Presentation Evening where we will have our
first showcase performance.

Mark your calendars now: Annie Jr. will run from
March 23rd to 25th, 2027. Keep an eye on
future newsletter editions for ticket release
details and  behind-the-scenes  progress
updates!




Your guide to what your child is learning at Lealands

At Lealands High School, we believe that an open and strong partnership between
school and home is key to helping our students succeed. To support you in engaging
with your child’s education, we have an overview of our curriculum on our school
website.

Here, you can explore what your child is learning across every subject and year group,
see how topics build throughout the academic year, and find practical ways to support
their learning at home. Whether you want to check upcoming topics or better
understand how a subject is structured, this resource provides a clear overview of their
academic journey.

We encourage all parents and carers to take a few moments to look through this
information:
https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/curriculum



https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/curriculum
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Lights, Camera, Action at Sky Studios!

Students step behind the scenes to explore filmmaking and careers in media.

On Tuesday 6" October, our students
had the exciting opportunity to visit Sky
Studios and take part in an engaging
film workshop.

During the workshop, students got
hands-on experience in the filmmaking
process, working together to create
different sections of a film. They were
able to explore the creativity, teamwork
and technical skills involved in bringing
a story to life, giving them a fascinating
insight into what happens behind the
scenes.

The visit also provided an excellent
opportunity for students to learn more
about careers within the film and
television industry. As part of the day,

they took part in a Q&A session, where
they discussed the wide range of roles
and career pathways available in the
industry and had the chance to ask
questions about working in film and
television.

It was a fantastic day of creativity,
collaboration and career exploration,
and our students thoroughly enjoyed
the opportunity to experience the world
of film at Sky Studios.

A huge thank you to everyone at Sky
Studios for inspiring our students and
giving them such a memorable and
valuable experiencel!




PAGE 16

Welcome to Lealands!

Highlights from Our Open Evening & Morning Tours

On Thursday 1st October, we opened our doors to Year 6 students and their families for our annual
Open Evening. It was a wonderful opportunity to share what makes our school community so
special, showcasing our vibrant curriculum and exceptional facilities across every department.

Visitors had the chance to immerse themselves in a range of interactive activities; from hands-on
science experiments and creative art displays to engaging humanities projects and dynamic sports
demonstrations.

The true stars of the evening, however, were our student leaders from across all year groups.
Taking on the role of tour guides, they led families through the school with enthusiasm, confidence,

and pride. They were outstanding representatives for our school, answering questions thoughtfully
and demonstrating our values in an exemplary manner.

Following the success of the Open Evening, we were delighted to welcome prospective parents and
students back into school during the normal working day for our Open Morning tours. Seeing the
school in action provided families with an authentic insight into our daily routines, supportive
classroom environments and strong culture of learning.

We would like to extend a sincere thank
you to everyone who took the time to
visit us, as well as for the overwhelming
amount of positive feedback we have
received. It was a pleasure meeting so
many prospective families and we look
forward to welcoming many of you
back as official members of our school
community in the future!
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ATTENDANCE UPDATES

Celebrating attendance awards!

Attendance continues to improve, with our current attendance at 95.6%. This shows what a
fabulous job we are all doing to ensure that students are learning and fully engaging in school
life. Well done and thank you for your continued support and efforts!

We recently received the following certificates for our 25-26 attendance:

Top 25% of all FFT
secondary schools

Top 10% of similar FFT
secondary schools

As the weather gets colder and the darker mornings and evenings draw in, if your child is
feeling unwell please ensure you are informing school ASAP in the morning on every day of
absence.

You can use the following resource from the NHS to support you to know when your child is too
ill to attend school https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Finally, if you are struggling to get a GP appointment if your child is unwell, remember that the
pharmacy now offers a ‘Pharmacy First’ service which supports pharmacies to be able to offer
advice and even antibiotics if required for 7 illnesses https://www.england.nhs.uk/primary-
care/pharmacy/pharmacy-services/pharmacy-first/

The following local pharmacies offer the service

¢ Rowlands Pharmacy- Sundon Park Road
¢ Hockwell Ring Pharmacy- The Green

Let's continue this amazing start to the year!


https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/primary-care/pharmacy/pharmacy-services/pharmacy-first/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/primary-care/pharmacy/pharmacy-services/pharmacy-first/
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Powering Bedfordshire: A Day of Innovation
and Inspiration

Students desigh smart solutions, pitch to local business leaders, and explore
university life.

On the 30th September, we took 45 Year 8 and
9 students to the University of Bedfordshire for
the 'Powering Bedfordshire' Workshop.

Students engaged in a dragons den initiative,
where they had to design, make and build a
product that would enhance everyday life. We
had some great ideas, such as a litter picking
drone and a sleep inducing duvet. Students then
had to pitch their ideas to a panel including
some local business owners and representatives
from the University.

In addition to this, students were taken on a tour
of the university and engaged with current
students about life as a university student. Well
done to the winning team who created a litter
picking drone.

We are hoping that we can take the year 7's for
the same experience later in the year. Well done
to all students involved.
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We're A Gold Standard Elsa School!

Recognising outstanding emotional literacy and pastoral support at
Lealands for 2025-2026.

We are thrilled to announce that Lealands High School has officially been awarded
the Gold ELSA Quality Mark for 2025-2026! This recognition highlights our
commitment to supporting the emotional literacy, mental health, and well-being
of our students.

Congratulations to our dedicated Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA) Mrs
Sanderson-Spaull and staff whose hard work makes a real difference every single
day!




Join the Lealands community in celebrating John Burridge’s outstanding
service and supporting a cause close to his heart

Earlier this year, John Burridge made the decision to retire
after 15 years as Headteacher of Lealands High School.
During his leadership, he has overseen a significant
transformation, taking the school from one facing
significant challenges to one that is now thriving,
oversubscribed and recognised for its strong culture,
exceptional staff and wonderful students. His
determination and commitment have helped shape the
Lealands High School we know today.

To honour John's time at Lealands, he has requested that
retirement gifts be made as donations to Myeloma UK.

Myeloma UK is a charity incredibly close to his heart - they
provide vital support to patients and families while funding
crucial research into treatments and cure options for blood
cancer.

If you would like to help us show appreciation for
everything he has done for our school, please consider
leaving a message of support and making a contribution
on our dedicated Myeloma UK Just Giving_page or by
scanning the QR code.

Thank you for your generosity and please join us in wishing
John all the very best for a long, happy and healthy
retirement!



https://www.justgiving.com/page/john-burridge-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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>nop Online, Raise Free Funds for Lealands!
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Support our PTA at no extra cost through easyfundraising.

Turn your everyday online shopping into FREE funds for Lealands High School!

Our PTA 'Friends of Lealands' has partnered with easyfundraising! Over 8,000 retailers (including

Amazon, Tesco, eBay, and Argos) will donate a portion of your purchase to our PTA—at no extra
cost or effort to you.

How to join in 3 quick steps:

1. Click our link to sign up: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friends-of-lealands/
2. Download the free easyfundraising app or install the browser reminder.

3. Shop online as normal through the app or website!

Every penny raised goes directly back into extra resources and fun activities for the students at
our school.

Thank you for your support!



https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friends-of-lealands/?fbclid=IwY2xjawU6yX1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABwZG9mAWJyaWQRMTdjem1YN0xORGJvVDJzbnVzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe7197khDvXaHYrMLOe57vq9Unb2kesoSLFe16K5YTJ3r5ODK0XrNDXuZe1Ec_aem_gPYp9czo2mY8vN6-AoBeTg

PAGE 22

Where Are They Now?

Alumni News

As a school, we are always incredibly proud and excited to hear how our former students are
progressing.

Celebrating your journeys and sharing your success stories with our current students, staff, and
parents is a wonderful way to inspire our school community.

With this in mind, we are launching a '"Where Are They Now?' feature in this and all future
newsletters.

If you are a former student (or know someone who is) we would love to hear from you! If you
have news regarding your career, further education, or recent milestones that you would like to
share, please get in touch. We will endeavour to include as many updates as possible in
upcoming editions.

How to share your story: Please email your updates to careers@lealands.luton.sch.uk with the
subject line "Alumni News.’

We look forward to hearing from youl!

Alumni Success Story

John Njoroge named Most Promising Apprentice

John Njoroge was a GCSE candidate at Lealands High
School in 2017 and later a candidate at Luton Sixth
Form College in 2020.

John, a proud Kenyan Lutonian born in Luton, has been
named Most Promising Apprentice (Level 3 and above)
at the prestigious Civil Engineering Contractors
Association (CECA) South West awards ceremony in
Torquay.

Now working with Walters UK Ltd, John has
demonstrated exceptional commitment and progress
in civil engineering through an apprenticeship. His
journey is an inspiring reminder to young people that
university is not the only route to professional success,
and that apprenticeships can open doors to rewarding
careers.



mailto:careers@lealands.luton.sch.uk
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	Headteacher’s Introduction
	From Sam Ward, Headteacher
	Following a positive period of transition last year, I am immensely proud to lead Lealands into its next phase of growth as we continue our drive towards excellence. A key focus of our School Development Plan this year is refining our already strong approach to adaptive teaching, ensuring that every student in every lesson is supported to excel and achieve their full potential.
	We have had an excellent start to the academic year, kicking off in August as staff, students, and families gathered at school to collect GCSE results. It was great to see more parents than usual
	joining this celebration. Results Day was a fitting finale for the ‘Orange Ties’, bringing five years of dedication and effort to a close. The main hall was filled with smiling faces and we are immensely proud of this cohort's performance. The vast majority of the Class of 26 have now transitioned to their first-choice colleges and sixth forms and we can’t wait to follow their progress. I would also like to thank our staff and governors who are working tirelessly to help ensure success for all our students.
	While one chapter ends for our leavers, another begins as we warmly greet our new Year 7s. They have hit the ground running at Lealands, and we look forward to seeing all they will achieve across their five-year journey with us. We continue to inspire students to grasp every opportunity on offer, whether that is joining one of our many clubs or making use of our Extended Learning Club for quiet study. On top of that, an exciting lineup of visits is already on the horizon, including the Year 7 trip to Norfolk and the Italian ski trip in January.
	As always, the Autumn Term has been packed with activity, featuring our Year 6 Open Evening alongside our Annual Presentation Evenings honouring student success across every year group. We were delighted to welcome more than 600 visitors to our Open Evening for guided tours, and the fantastic response from parents is reflected in the graph on page 16. Many parents also joined us again the next week for a look at the school in action during the school day. A common theme in the feedback was how mature and welcoming our student tour guides and department helpers were. With their confidence, knowledge and genuine pride in Lealands, they continue to be outstanding representatives of our school community.
	Honouring student excellence remains one of our favourite traditions, with Presentation Evenings celebrating success alongside parents and carers. It was wonderful to see familiar faces as returning Year 11 alumni joined us to accept special prizes donated over time by dedicated Lealands staff. It was also good to welcome back Mr Burridge to give out a new award - The John Burridge Award for Living the School Values. Adding to the celebratory mood, students performed a sneak peek from our upcoming musical, Annie Jr, raising anticipation for what is sure to be an amazing show later in the academic year. Annual productions are consistently a high point of the Lealands experience and this year’s performance is already shaping up to be spectacular.

	...Cont’d

	Headteacher’s Introduction
	From Sam Ward, Headteacher
	Cont’d...
	Alongside our focus on classroom learning, we remain dedicated to maintaining high standards in attendance, punctuality, homework, conduct, and uniform. In recognition of these efforts, we were thrilled to receive National Awards for attendance from the Department for Education, placing us in the top 10% of similar schools nationwide. Further reflecting our commitment to student well-being, we were also awarded the Gold Standard ELSA Quality Mark for the fantastic support we provide to individual students facing challenges. We are deeply grateful to our parents for working in partnership with us across all these key areas.
	At a recent Headteachers’ meeting, I had the opportunity to hear from our local school nursing team. They shared that Luton currently has one of the lowest child vaccination rates in the country, a statistic that can impact the health and well-being of our young people. We want to support our families in keeping our community healthy, so I would encourage parents to check their children's vaccination status and support us in ensuring that this unwanted Luton statistic does not continue. Details and dates for our upcoming school flu vaccinations can be found below.
	To help us work together effectively, I strongly encourage all parents and carers to join us at our engagement events throughout the year—including Parents’ Evenings, SEND Information Evenings, and Options & Excellence Evenings. Our aim is to give you every piece of information you need to support your child’s journey. If there is ever anything further you need guidance on, please reach out to us.
	Thank you for your steadfast support and ongoing commitment to the Lealands community.


	Vaccination Dates 2026/2027
	Flu Vaccinations:
	First Session:  Friday 13th November 2026  08.30-15.00
	Second Session:  Thursday 26th November 2026 08.30-12.00
	Third Session:  Wednesday 27th January 2027 08.30-15.00

	Other Vaccinations:
	Thursday 14th January 2027 - Y9 DTP/MenACWY - all day
	Friday 15th January 2027 - Y9 & Y10 DTP/MenACWY - all day
	Thursday 20th May 2027 - Y8 HPV - all day
	Friday 21st May 2027 - Y8, Y9 & Y10 HPV - all day
	Wednesday 14th July 2027 - Y8, Y9, Y10 Catch-Up Sessions:  DTP/MenACWY & HPV - all day

	Key dates for your diary:
	Y11 Mock Week 1:  Monday 19th - Thursday 22nd October 2026
	Class of 2026 Presentation Evening*: Thursday 22nd October 2026
	(*By invite only)
	Staff Training Day (School Closed):  Friday 23rd October 2026
	Y11 Mock Week 2:  Monday 2nd - Friday 6th November 2026
	Halloween Disco: Friday 6th November 2026
	Flu Vaccinations:  Friday 13th and Thursday 26th November 2026
	Year 11 Parents Evening (F2F):  Thursday 3rd December 2026
	Autumn Term Ends: Friday 18th December 2026

	Term dates:
	Autumn Term: Thursday 3rd September - Friday 18th December 2026
	Half-Term: Friday 23rd October - Friday 30th October 2026
	Spring Term: Monday 4th January - Thursday 25th March 2027
	Half-Term: Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 2027

	2026/27 Staff Training Days:
	Friday 23rd October 2026 (School closed)
	Wednesday 21st July 2027 (School closed)


	Term Dates:
	Full academic term dates for 2026/27 and 2027/28 can be found on the school website: https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/termdates

	Value of the Month
	NOVEMBER 2026

	Sports Updates & Successes
	From the PE Department
	Year 9 Sports Leaders:
	On Wednesday 7th October our Year 9 Sports Leaders did a fantastic job at the Luton School Games Boccia event for primary schools. We received high praise from staff and parents involved in the day. Organisers said “A huge THANK YOU to the fabulous sports leaders from Lealands who led the event with great enthusiasm and encouragement”. Well done to all those who took part, we couldn’t be prouder!

	Girls Basketball:
	Congratulations to our U16 girls who started their basketball season with a 24-10 win against Chiltern Academy.

	Our Class of 2026 deserve to be absolutely thrilled with their GCSE results

	‘Orange Ties’ Begin Their Lealands Journey
	The Transition journey for Lealands’ new Year 7 cohort, our ‘Orange Ties’, began in June for most of our students. Mrs Jones, Miss Ross and Mr Hall visited many local primary schools meeting our incoming Year 7s and delivering assemblies about life at Lealands to help ease any pre-secondary anxieties. Parents and students then joined us for our Transition Evening, which is an invaluable opportunity to meet key members of staff, including tutors, and to ask questions about the upcoming school year.
	Transition Day followed and students experienced a genuine taste of what a typical day at Lealands is like, helping secondary school feel more familiar and welcoming before the term officially began.
	On Thursday 3rd September, the ‘Orange Ties’ stepped into Lealands High School for their first official day. The day began with a year group assembly led by Mrs Jones, where they explored our core Lealands values: Respect, Responsibility, and Excellence. Exciting opportunities which are available to them were shared, including a variety of extra-curricular clubs, educational trips, and leadership roles that will enrich their school experience.
	Following the assembly, students spent time in their tutor groups, engaging in icebreaker games that helped foster connections with their peers and tutors. A real highlight of the day was receiving their Chromebooks and getting their email and Google Classroom accounts set up and running, providing them with vital technology to enhance their learning throughout their journey at Lealands.
	Six weeks on and our Year 7s are already thriving! The ‘Orange Ties’ have thrown themselves into secondary life with tremendous enthusiasm and confidence. Their STEP totals are proof of that, with almost 30,000 STEPs awarded for meeting expectations, showing excellence, great manners, extended learning, and exemplary preparation. It’s a fantastic accomplishment so early in their Lealands journey and we look forward to watching them continue to grow, excel and thrive throughout the rest of the year and beyond.

	See vaccination dates for 2026/27 on page 3
	Languages Spotlight: Early LanguageNut Achievements
	By The Languages Department
	The Languages Department would like to extend a huge congratulations to our dedicated Year 8, Year 9, and Year 10 students who have already achieved their Bronze and Silver Extended Learning Awards for LanguageNut! Reaching these milestones before the end of September is an impressive accomplishment. Meeting such a tight deadline requires exceptional drive, time management, and commitment to independent study. We are immensely proud of your hard work and enthusiasm for languages; you have set a brilliant standard for the academic year ahead. Keep up the fantastic effort! Let's see how many students will get awards before the end of the school year.

	Year 8
	Year 9
	Year 10
	We’ve had an amazing start to our Reading Mastery programme. To support reading here at Lealands, all students in Year 7 and 8 have a timetabled reading lesson whereby each week they alternate between using our online programme Reading Plus, which gives students the skills and resilience to enjoy a traditional silent reading lesson the next week.
	Reading for just 20 minutes a day can make a real difference to your child’s vocabulary, confidence and progress across all subjects. Reading doesn’t have to mean sitting down with a traditional novel. At Lealands we encourage students to read what they have an interest in, be it a graphic novel, non fiction text or even magazines. The key is finding something they genuinely enjoy.

	The Stage Is Set For Annie Jr!
	Cast selected, rehearsals underway and show dates set!
	The stage lights are officially on! Following an incredible round of auditions that showcased a phenomenal level of talent, energy, and enthusiasm across all year groups, the cast for this school year’s production of Annie Jr. has been officially selected.
	This past week marked our very first round of rehearsals, and the cast dove straight into learning the iconic chorus number "It's the Hard-Knock Life" in preparation for Year 11 Presentation Evening where we will have our first showcase performance.
	Mark your calendars now: Annie Jr. will run from March 23rd to 25th, 2027. Keep an eye on future newsletter editions for ticket release details and behind-the-scenes progress updates!


	Curriculum At Lealands High School
	Your guide to what your child is learning at Lealands
	At Lealands High School, we believe that an open and strong partnership between school and home is key to helping our students succeed. To support you in engaging with your child’s education, we have an overview of our curriculum on our school website.
	Here, you can explore what your child is learning across every subject and year group, see how topics build throughout the academic year, and find practical ways to support their learning at home. Whether you want to check upcoming topics or better understand how a subject is structured, this resource provides a clear overview of their academic journey.
	We encourage all parents and carers to take a few moments to look through this information:

	https://www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/curriculum

	Lights, Camera, Action at Sky Studios!
	Students step behind the scenes to explore filmmaking and careers in media.
	On Tuesday 6th October, our students had the exciting opportunity to visit Sky Studios and take part in an engaging film workshop.
	During the workshop, students got hands-on experience in the filmmaking process, working together to create different sections of a film. They were able to explore the creativity, teamwork and technical skills involved in bringing a story to life, giving them a fascinating insight into what happens behind the scenes.
	The visit also provided an excellent opportunity for students to learn more about careers within the film and television industry. As part of the day, they took part in a Q&A session, where they discussed the wide range of roles and career pathways available in the industry and had the chance to ask questions about working in film and television.
	It was a fantastic day of creativity, collaboration and career exploration, and our students thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to experience the world of film at Sky Studios.
	A huge thank you to everyone at Sky Studios for inspiring our students and giving them such a memorable and valuable experience!


	Welcome to Lealands!
	Highlights from Our Open Evening & Morning Tours
	On Thursday 1st October, we opened our doors to Year 6 students and their families for our annual Open Evening. It was a wonderful opportunity to share what makes our school community so special, showcasing our vibrant curriculum and exceptional facilities across every department.
	Visitors had the chance to immerse themselves in a range of interactive activities; from hands-on science experiments and creative art displays to engaging humanities projects and dynamic sports demonstrations.
	The true stars of the evening, however, were our student leaders from across all year groups. Taking on the role of tour guides, they led families through the school with enthusiasm, confidence, and pride. They were outstanding representatives for our school, answering questions thoughtfully and demonstrating our values in an exemplary manner.
	Following the success of the Open Evening, we were delighted to welcome prospective parents and students back into school during the normal working day for our Open Morning tours. Seeing the school in action provided families with an authentic insight into our daily routines, supportive classroom environments and strong culture of learning.
	We would like to extend a sincere thank you to everyone who took the time to visit us, as well as for the overwhelming amount of positive feedback we have received. It was a pleasure meeting so many prospective families and we look forward to welcoming many of you back as official members of our school community in the future!
	Celebrating attendance awards!


	ATTENDANCE UPDATES
	Attendance continues to improve, with our current attendance at 95.6%. This shows what a fabulous job we are all doing to ensure that students are learning and fully engaging in school life. Well done and thank you for your continued support and efforts!
	We recently received the following certificates for our 25-26 attendance:
	Top 25% of all FFT
	secondary schools
	Top 10% of similar FFT
	secondary schools
	As the weather gets colder and the darker mornings and evenings draw in, if your child is feeling unwell please ensure you are informing school ASAP in the morning on every day of absence.
	You can use the following resource from the NHS to support you to know when your child is too ill to attend school https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
	Finally, if you are struggling to get a GP appointment if your child is unwell, remember that the pharmacy now offers a ‘Pharmacy First’ service which supports pharmacies to be able to offer advice and even antibiotics if required for 7 illnesses https://www.england.nhs.uk/primary-care/pharmacy/pharmacy-services/pharmacy-first/
	The following local pharmacies offer the service
	Rowlands Pharmacy- Sundon Park Road
	Hockwell Ring Pharmacy- The Green
	Let's continue this amazing start to the year!


	Powering Bedfordshire: A Day of Innovation and Inspiration
	Students design smart solutions, pitch to local business leaders, and explore university life.
	On the 30th September, we took 45 Year 8 and 9 students to the University of Bedfordshire for the 'Powering Bedfordshire' Workshop.
	Students engaged in a dragons den initiative, where they had to design, make and build a product that would enhance everyday life. We had some great ideas, such as a litter picking drone and a sleep inducing duvet. Students then had to pitch their ideas to a panel including some local business owners and representatives from the University.
	In addition to this, students were taken on a tour of the university and engaged with current students about life as a university student.  Well done to the winning team who created a litter picking drone.
	We are hoping that we can take the year 7's for the same experience later in the year. Well done to all students involved.


	We’re A Gold Standard Elsa School!
	Recognising outstanding emotional literacy and pastoral support at Lealands for 2025–2026.
	We are thrilled to announce that Lealands High School has officially been awarded the Gold ELSA Quality Mark for 2025–2026! This recognition highlights our commitment to supporting the emotional literacy, mental health, and well-being of our students.
	Congratulations to our dedicated Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA) Mrs Sanderson-Spaull and staff whose hard work makes a real difference every single day!


	A Lasting Legacy: Celebrating 15 Years of Leadership at Lealands
	Join the Lealands community in celebrating John Burridge’s outstanding service and supporting a cause close to his heart
	SCAN ME
	Earlier this year, John Burridge made the decision to retire after 15 years as Headteacher of Lealands High School. During his leadership, he has overseen a significant transformation, taking the school from one facing significant challenges to one that is now thriving, oversubscribed and recognised for its strong culture, exceptional staff and wonderful students. His determination and commitment have helped shape the Lealands High School we know today.
	To honour John’s time at Lealands, he has requested that retirement gifts be made as donations to Myeloma UK.
	Myeloma UK is a charity incredibly close to his heart - they provide vital support to patients and families while funding crucial research into treatments and cure options for blood cancer.
	If you would like to help us show appreciation for everything he has done for our school, please consider leaving a message of support and making a contribution on our dedicated Myeloma UK Just Giving page or by scanning the QR code.
	Thank you for your generosity and please join us in wishing John all the very best for a long, happy and healthy retirement!


	Shop Online, Raise Free Funds for Lealands!
	Support our PTA at no extra cost through easyfundraising.
	Turn your everyday online shopping into FREE funds for Lealands High School!
	Our PTA 'Friends of Lealands' has partnered with easyfundraising! Over 8,000 retailers (including Amazon, Tesco, eBay, and Argos) will donate a portion of your purchase to our PTA—at no extra cost or effort to you.
	How to join in 3 quick steps:
	Click our link to sign up: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friends-of-lealands/
	Download the free easyfundraising app or install the browser reminder.
	Shop online as normal through the app or website!
	Every penny raised goes directly back into extra resources and fun activities for the students at our school.
	Thank you for your support!


	Where Are They Now?
	Alumni News
	As a school, we are always incredibly proud and excited to hear how our former students are progressing.
	Celebrating your journeys and sharing your success stories with our current students, staff, and parents is a wonderful way to inspire our school community.
	With this in mind, we are launching a 'Where Are They Now?' feature in this and all future newsletters.
	If you are a former student (or know someone who is) we would love to hear from you! If you have news regarding your career, further education, or recent milestones that you would like to share, please get in touch. We will endeavour to include as many updates as possible in upcoming editions.
	How to share your story: Please email your updates to careers@lealands.luton.sch.uk with the subject line 'Alumni News.'
	We look forward to hearing from you!

	Alumni Success Story
	John Njoroge named Most Promising Apprentice
	John Njoroge was a GCSE candidate at Lealands High School in 2017 and later a candidate at Luton Sixth Form College in 2020.
	John, a proud Kenyan Lutonian born in Luton, has been named Most Promising Apprentice (Level 3 and above) at the prestigious Civil Engineering Contractors Association (CECA) South West awards ceremony in Torquay.
	Now working with Walters UK Ltd, John has demonstrated exceptional commitment and progress in civil engineering through an apprenticeship. His journey is an inspiring reminder to young people that university is not the only route to professional success, and that apprenticeships can open doors to rewarding careers.




