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INTRODUCTION
FROM HEADTEACHER, MR BURRIDGE

Dear Parent/Carer,

What a joy it has been to get back to so many of the things
we have missed over the 19 months that the Pandemic had
such a massive impact on schools.  Seeing our students
attending clubs and activities before and after schools is
fantastic.  The rehearsals for Matilda are bringing great joy
and excitement to the whole school community.  And some
of the simple things we used to take for granted are coming
back, like students being able to buy a good range of
healthy and tasty food in school.

The academic year 2021-22 has started as well as we could have imagined.  Students have
got used to further changes really quickly and our new staggered day is working really
well.  The behaviour of our students continues to be excellent and they are really applying
themselves to all of their lessons and extended learning at home.  Our catch-up plans are
in progress and there is more to come, but we are also ensuring our students catch up
with social interaction, teamwork, communication skills and physical activity alongside
any gaps in their academic learning.

It has also been great to see the development of all our student leadership programmes.
The Charity Ambassadors did a fantastic job at the Year 7 Macmillan Coffee morning,
enthusiastically serving and selling many cakes and raising a considerable sum of money.

Our ‘Lealands Journey’ of extra-curricular trips, visits and activities is now getting back
into full swing and you can find details of this on the school website.

Students are working hard and learning well in their lessons.  Year 11 will take their first
set of mocks in less than 4 week’s time!  This will be followed by assessment weeks for all
other year groups from the 15th November.  Please ensure that your child knows what
they are being assessed on and support them with learning and revision for this.  Details
can be found on the website or by contacting your child’s teachers.
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INTRODUCTION
FROM HEADTEACHER, MR BURRIDGE (CONT’D)

Thank you for your continued support; particularly those of you that took the trouble to
contact us with messages of support, thanks and encouragement over the last two years
– this was very much appreciated and really kept staff going in some very difficult times.
We look forward to seeing you in school again soon.

John Burridge

Headteacher
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

SAVE THE DATE:
Prospective Parents’ Open Evening: Wednesday 29th September 2021 4pm-7pm
(By Pre-Booked Appointment Only) Visit:
www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/openevening2021 for details.
Year 7 and 8 Tapas Evening: Friday 1st October 4.30pm - 6.30pm (see page 19 for
details)
Presentation Evening: Wednesday 13th October 6.30pm - 8.30pm
Year 7 Tutor Evening: Wednesday 20th October 4.00pm - 7.00pm
Staff Training Day - School Closed: Friday 26th November 2021

TERM DATES:
October Half-Term: Monday 25th October - Friday 29th October 2021
Autumn Term Ends: Friday 17th December 2021
Staff Training Days: Friday 26th November 2021
Spring Term Begins: Tuesday 4th January 2022
Full term dates for the academic year 2021-2022 are available on the school’s website:
www.lealands.luton.sch.uk/termdates
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VALUE OF THE MONTH
OCTOBER 2021
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PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION

Please ensure you inform us if you change any of your personal contact

information, eg. home address, email, landline or mobile number. Please email

the new details to admin@lealands.luton.sch.uk as soon as possible in order

to ensure that you continue to receive all necessary information.

Many thanks

PARKING NEAR SCHOOL

Please can we remind parents and carers who drop off and collect students by car to be
considerate of our local residents, especially those living in the vicinity of Pennine Avenue.

Please endeavour to drive and park considerately and with due regard for the safety of
others and where possible please avoid the area completely. We understand that it can be
difficult to find safe parking near the school, especially at peak times, however, there are
parking areas around the shops in Sundon Park that can be used for dropping off and
collecting if you need to come by car. Your support on this matter is much appreciated.
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EPRAISE
KEEP UP TO DATE WITH YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING

Epraise is an online platform for schools that enables parents to
engage with their children's education. There are specific
versions for both parents and students to access. You can access
your child’s attendance, timetable, STEP points, demerits,
extended learning, milestones and achievements. Epraise can be
accessed online through your internet browser at
www.epraise.co.uk, or through an app on your mobile device.
Visit your device’s app store and search for Epraise.

Students earn ‘Striving Towards Excellence Points’ (STEPs) for
showing an outstanding attitude to their learning. STEPs can be
awarded during lessons to students who fully engage with the
lesson and for completing work and extended learning to a good standard. If students are
not engaging in their lessons or do not conduct themselves in the correct way, teachers
will issue them with a demerit. The number of STEPs and demerits accrued by each
student, with the reason for them, can be viewed by both parents and students on
Epraise.

To reward students and motivate them towards excellence, students can ‘cash in’ their
STEP points on various purchases from our Epraise shop. Purchases range in values; the
more STEP points your child earns, the higher the value of item they can purchase.

Our Epraise shop is open, so take a look at what they could buy. We currently have Sony
headphones, HP keyboards, calculators, wireless mouse devices, school ties, stationary
items, plus much more…items sell out quickly so don’t miss out!

If you have any questions about Epraise, or require help getting logged on, please call the
school or email admin@lealands.luton.sch.uk.

Excellence Responsibility Respect 8

http://www.epraise.co.uk
mailto:admin@lealands.luton.sch.uk


WELCOME YEAR 7
LEALANDS WELCOMES THE CLASS OF 2026

Transition from Year 6 to Year 7
The Transition journey started in June for most of our students. Myself (Miss Cussen,
Head of Year) and Mrs Ojulah (Pastoral Support Manager), visited many primary schools
and delivered assemblies; introducing ourselves to our new Year 7s for September 2021
and explaining everything that Lealands has to offer. Other students experienced the
assembly online through Google Meets or Zoom. Later in the month students and
parents were invited to a virtual Transition Evening. This was held in a Google Classroom.
It was a brilliant opportunity for some of the students and parents to meet some
members of staff and learn more about Lealands and answer any questions they had.
Furthermore, the students then had a Transition Day. This involved Mrs Ojulah and myself
visiting our main 6 feeder schools. During these sessions we delivered a workshop on
completing the students' Transition Passports; setting them up for life at Lealands High
School. Other students had their Transition Passports posted to them; ready to complete
for September.

First Induction Day
On Friday 3rd September, the journey began for our new orange tie students at Lealands.
These students are the newest group of students; a group of students that the school had
been looking forward to welcoming for a very long time. After much planning and
preparation, the school was ready to welcome our new Year 7s. They were very lucky to

have the whole of the school to
themselves for the first day. When
they walked through the school gates
for the first time at 8:30am as
Lealands students, a wide range of
emotions could be seen across their
faces. Many of these students were
beaming with excitement, a few had
a lot of worries when they turned
up.

The students lined up straight away
in their new tutor groups ready to

start their journey at Lealands High School. During the morning of Friday 3rd September,
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WELCOME YEAR 7
LEALANDS WELCOMES THE CLASS OF 2026 (Cont’d)

the students met their new named tutor
and other students from their tutor
groups. During this time, they learnt
more about their named tutor and the
expectations of being at secondary
school.

After some exciting ice breaker activities,
students were dismissed and had their
break time. The students were able to
buy food and drink and socialise with
their peers. It was so lovely seeing the
year group all together for the first time

and getting to know each other face to face. After break time, the students attended an
assembly led by myself. This assembly really focussed on the Lealands school values of
Excellence, Responsibility & Respect and how we can implement these values in our day
to day school life. Students were reminded to take advantage of all opportunities that are
given to them whilst at Lealands. This is such an exciting time for our new orange tie
students and we are here to support them in every way possible.

After the students went back to their classes some students had the opportunity to
receive their Chromebooks. The Orange Ties are the first year group ever at Lealands to
have Chromebooks; this is a really exciting scheme the school have bought into. Students
learnt to log on and to sign in to their new Google accounts.
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WELCOME YEAR 7
LEALANDS WELCOMES THE CLASS OF 2026 (Cont’d)

This entails logging into their Google
Classroom classes and completing a few
Google challenges that were set. The aim
of the chromebook is that students will
use them as a tool for learning in their
lessons to enhance their education. The
students were fantastic and many
students are now fully able to use their
chromebooks. We are in the process of
ensuring all students have access to a
chromebook and that they are in full
working order. So thank you for your
support on this.

After lunchtime, the students finally had
the opportunity to do a full tour of
Lealands without any restrictions. Some
of the students had completed a virtual
tour on the website beforehand, but they
were so excited to experience the
building in real life. Our brilliant student
leaders were able to lead the tours, it was
so exciting for the Year 7s to experience

school life from a student's perspective. After the tour the students filled out a quiz about
the school building.

After two full weeks at Lealands High School already, the Year 7s have settled in brilliantly.

I have had many compliments on the well behaved Orange Ties. They conduct themselves
in such a positive manner around the school building and they line up at the start of the
school day, break and lunch quietly and in single straight lines. They are polite, excited
and ready to learn. I am so excited for their future at Lealands. Keep up the good work
Orange Ties!

Miss Cussen, Head Of Year 7
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YEAR 7 TESTIMONIALS

My Journey at Lealands so far!
“So far at Lealands I have experienced so much about the curriculum, the people who are
there to help me and the school surroundings.

It all started with having a meeting with my Pastoral Support Leader, Mrs Ojelah and my
Head of Year, Miss Cussen. There I was given a transition booklet which informed myself
about key information and opportunities here at Lealands.

I then attended the Summer School at school during the summer holidays. I learned about
the school, met new people, went into the swimming pool every day, learnt circus skills
and completed team building activities with my year group. I also did lessons in English
and Maths, it was a lot of fun.

My first week at Lealands was really exciting and nerve wrecking too… I was given my
timetable with all my activities and lessons I will be attending, a tour of the school and a
very exciting and interesting assembly to meet and greet my form tutor.

So far I feel really happy that I am in Lealands and am able to have so many opportunities
available to me. Thank you Lealands for making my journey to climb the mountain and
striving for success an enjoyable one so far”. By Zoe 72KA

My Time At Lealands!

“Hey, my name is Ethan and I am a student at Lealands High School. So far, I have enjoyed
my time here and hopefully I can strive for success and the best I can be. I have just
started, so everything is new to me. I am learning my way around the school and being
really well behaved in my lessons. Summer School is when I got to meet everyone and
make so many new friends and the lessons were great. Swimming was my favorite,
because I got to learn so many new skills and techniques and I got to mess around with
my friends. So far my favourite subject is technology, because we are going to make
some shortbread. I love life at Lealands and I can't wait for my journey to continue”.
By Ethan 71CZ
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GCSE RESULTS
CLASS OF 2021

The cohort of 2021 did not have the opportunity to sit their exams due to the Coronavirus
pandemic. Instead, students’ teachers submitted TAGs (Teacher Assessed Grades) based on
students’ work, including their mock exams and assessments in May and June. Our students
were incredibly positive, rising to the challenge of the additional assessments.

We knew that the 2021 cohort would be strong, and we are pleased that the final GCSE grades
reflect their ability and work ethic.

● 75% of students achieved grades 9-4 in one of their GCSE English qualifications.
● 55% of students achieved grades 9-5 in one of their GCSE English qualifications.
● 71% of students achieved grades 9-4 in GCSE mathematics.
● 47% of students achieved grades 9-5 in GCSE mathematics.
● 63% of students achieved grades 9-4 in both GCSE English and mathematics.
● 39% of students achieved grades 9-5 in both GCSE English and mathematics.
● 74% of students achieved grades 9-5 in GCSE Spanish.
● 96% of students achieved grades at or above Level 2 Pass (equivalent to GCSE grade 4) in

Health and Social Care.
● Overall, 243 grade 9-7s were achieved by this year’s students.

Special congratulations go to:

● Pranay who achieved 8 grades 9s, including English, mathematics, biology, chemistry and
physics and a Level 2 Distinction* (the top possible grade in the course)

● Tennyson who achieved 7 grades 9s, a grade 8 and a Level 2 Distinction.
● Nana who achieved five grade 9s and two grade 8s and two Level 2 Distinctions*
● Hannah who achieved 5 grade 9s, 3 grade 8s and a Level 2 Distinction*
● Ismat, Denisa, Israa and Hakim who all made exceptional progress.

Mr Burridge, Headteacher, said, “I have been thoroughly impressed by our students, their
amazing positive attitudes and sheer hard work during the past two difficult academic years. We
are pleased that this has paid off with excellent results and many outstanding outcomes. Our
students should be very proud of their achievements which are as a result of rigorous and
thorough assessment. I am extremely grateful to our staff who worked tirelessly to give
students every opportunity to succeed and adjusted to the many demands placed on them. We
are exceptionally proud of the class of 2021 and wish them every success in the future.”

Excellence Responsibility Respect 13



CAKE SALE FOR MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT

YEAR 7 CHARITY AMBASSADORS

Our amazing Year 7 Charity Ambassadors did a fantastic job organising and hosting a
Macmillan Cake Sale during break time on Friday 24th September. They showed great
leadership skills and confidence, even when serving our older year groups! We would like
to thank everyone who contributed to this fantastic cause either by baking, donating or
buying cakes. They were really excited to have raised £177. Well done to all involved!
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SCIENCE UPDATE

Congratulations to those students who have already gained a Golden TIcket for
outstanding effort in their science lessons. Please keep up the good work everyone for
your chance to be entered into the end of term prize draw.

Well done to those students who have successfully completed their extended learning for
science so far, you are off to a great start.

A reminder that all year groups should have logged into Seneca and joined their new
science classes in order to access their assignments.

Year 9, 10 and 11 students should also have logged into GCSEpod ready to access their
upcoming assignments.

Further information for parents on both of these learning platforms will be released
shortly so that you can check what tasks are due and those that have already been done
by your child(ren).

Excellence Responsibility Respect 15



NUMERACY NEWS

Welcome to the new academic year here at Lealands High
School. To those of you who don't know me, my name is Mrs
Leigh and I am the Numeracy Coordinator here at Lealands.

We all know the importance of numeracy and it is our aim to
make sure all our children leave school numerate. Due to this goal, we started a big drive
last year on improving the standards of numeracy at all levels of the school and this year
with all the Covid restrictions being lifted, we are planning to make it bigger and better.

With the aim to improve numeracy standards this term, we have already introduced
Numeracy Ninja in maths lessons for Key Stage 3; started weekly numeracy challenges
during Tutor Time and also started a weekly games club for Key Stage 3. On top of this,
we will also be introducing Times Table Rockstars during Year 7 Tutor Time and from
October, we will be starting our numeracy monthly competitions, where students can win
prizes for their efforts in numeracy. As you can see, there are lots of opportunities
available here for your children to take part in and improve their numeracy, so, please
encourage them to take part in as many things as possible.

As parents, you can also encourage your children to improve numeracy at home. All you
have to do is show them, or let them help with everyday situations which involve maths,
for example; cooking, shopping, or even planning a trip. All these everyday actions have
basic numeracy in them and can assist them to improve their basic number skills.
Throughout this academic year, I will be working on making numeracy accessible to
parents so that you can help at home while we are helping them at school.

In the meantime, If you need more help or advice on how to improve your child’s
numeracy at home, please send me an email on numeracy@lealands.luton.sch.uk so we
can work together to improve the standards of numeracy for all our children.
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LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE

With restrictions easing, I’m happy to
see students being able to browse for
books in the LRC the old fashioned
way!

In their Accelerated Reader lessons,
the Year 7s and 8s have all completed a
STAR test now, which means they are
able to choose a suitable book for their
reading lesson. Students were also
given a reading log which they must
bring in every week for their

Accelerated Reader lessons. It is their extended learning task to read one hour a week
(we recommend breaking this up so they read daily), in order for their reading age to
improve. Please motivate your child to read every day and also take an interest in the
book they have chosen, listen to them read and sign their reading log weekly as evidence
they have read at home for one hour. Doing this will help create a reading atmosphere at
home, and encourage reading to become a habit.

In addition, the STAR test also tells us their reading age which will be written in their
reading logs; please make a note of this so you are aware. Students will be STAR tested
every term so we hope to see an increase in their reading age.

Thank you for your support with this programme. The success of Accelerated Reader is
largely contributed to by the support and encouragement from our student’s
parents/guardians, so thank you in advance. Now that we are starting a new term of
Accelerated Reader, the next update will be congratulating students who have reached
their target!

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Ms Rezaei
(Learning Resource Coordinator)
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ACTIVE LEARN

Just like last year, we'll be awarding STEPs for everyone in Years 7-11 engaging well this
year:

- 1 STEP for every 2% completed.
- An extra 5 STEPs every time you
get to 25% (bronze), 50% (silver),
75% (gold) and 100% (platinum) of
all the tasks completed as well as
badges on Epraise for doing so.
Last year we managed to give out
502 badges in total so let's see if we
can get even more this year! Login
letters will be issued in class and can
also be found on our Google
Classrooms.

Accessing ActiveLearn For Students:

● Enter www.pearsonactivelearn.com into any web browser.
● Enter the username and password from the letter you have received or from the

logins document attached.
● After logging in for the first time, you will be asked to accept the terms and

conditions.
● You will then need to set some memorable questions, in case you forget your

password.
● Click on ‘Tasks’ at the top to see the work your teacher has set up for you.
● To complete the activities, click on ‘Start’ at the side to begin.

Feel free to ask your language teacher if you have any questions or doubts about how to
use ActiveLearn.

Remember, the more you put into this, the more you will get out of it – many students
have used it to gain excellent progress in the past. Have fun!
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ACTIVE LEARN

The Languages Department would like to say a huge 'Well done' to all students doing
some work during the summer but particularly to the following students in Year 10 and
11 who have been completing at least 5% more of the ActiveLearn tasks over the Summer
holidays.
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LANGUAGES’ TRIPS REMINDER

PARIS & VALENCIA TRIPS - PAYMENT SCHEDULES
If you have reserved a place on either of the Paris or Valencia trips in 2022, further
payments are due on the following dates:

Paris

30/09/2021 £130 remaining
deposit

Valencia

30/09/2021 £130 remaining
deposit

31/10/2021 £90 31/10/2021 £110

30/11/2021 £90 30/11/2021 £110

31/01/2022 £90 31/01/2022 £110

28/02/2022 £90 28/02/2022 £110

31/03/2022 £90 31/03/2022 £110

YEAR 7 & YEAR 8 TAPAS EVENING
IN CONJUNCTION WITH LANGUAGES AND TECHNOLOGY
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ART & ARTSMARK

An important part of our Artsmark

journey is to ensure our creative

curriculum is as broad and balanced as it

can be. We are providing students the

opportunity to work with a wider range of

creative processes including: ceramics,

textiles and printmaking. Last term we

focused on traditional lino printing.

Students researched the contemporary British artist Angie Lewin and created their own

design for a lino print based on her techniques and their own observational still life

drawing and photos.
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PERFORMING ARTS
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

The Performing Arts Department would like to congratulate the following students for
their fantastic work so far this term. Well done and keep up the brilliant work!
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH

The Duke of Edinburgh Award is once again beginning to take off for the students at
Lealands High School. We have a number of Year 10s who are beginning to finish their
volunteering, physical and skill sections which they began back in Year 9, for their Bronze
Award. We are very hopeful that they will also be able to complete their expedition
section to ensure that they can receive their full Bronze Award and subsequently progress
to their Silver Award.

We are very excited that this academic year will see the start of a new Bronze cohort, so
for Year 9 students who are interested, please keep your eyes and ears open for
information that will be coming out soon about how you can get involved with the Duke
of Edinburgh Bronze Award.

We have several Year 11 students who are close to completing their Silver Award and we
are desperately trying to arrange their expeditions in order that they can complete the
award here at Lealands!

It has been a very long road but it will all be worthwhile at the journey's end!
Mr Payne & Mr Purdy
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS

PE CLUBS
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PARENT/CARER COFFEE MORNING
1ST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH
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CAREERS
APPRENTICESHIPS
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STAY CONNECTED
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